
 

African American Children Book Titles 
 

Title Author Description 
 

 

 
 

 
Brad Meltzer 

 
I Am Jackie Robinson 

 
 
 

This New York Times bestselling picture 
book biography series by Brad Meltzer 
has an inspiring message: we can all be 

heroes. 
 

 

 
 

 
 

Lupita Nyong’O 
 

SULWE 
 

 
 
 

A stunningly illustrated book—written by 
Oscar-winning actress Lupita Nyong'o—

about a young girl's journey with 
colorism, self-esteem, and learning that 

true beauty comes from within. 
 

 

 
 

 
Ellen Levine 

 
Henry’s Freedom Box: 
A Ture Story From the 
Underground Railroad 

 
 
 

A stirring, dramatic story of a slave who 
mails himself to freedom. 

 

 

 
 

 
Grace Byers 

 
I Am Enough 

 
 

This beautiful poem should just be required 
reading for everyone. Our natural-haired 

protagonist compares herself to nature—"like 
the sun, I'm here to shine"—and tells readers 
that she—and WE—are complete and enough, 
as-is. Close this book feeling empowered and 

knowing your kids are getting the message 
that all humans are lovely and valuable. 

 



 

 

 
John Steptoe 

 
Mufaro’s Beautiful 

Daughters 

 
 
 

This classic Cinderella tale gets retold 
with an emphasis on generosity and 

kindness—and the incredible 
illustrations paint a picture of a world 

different than our own. 
 

 

 
 

 
HERITAGE ARTS 

ILLUSTRATED 
 

African American 
Legends for Little 

Learners 
 

 
 
 
 

An introductory series to teach young 
learners about Black history using bright 

and engaging illustrations. 
 

 

 
 

Roda Ahmed 

Mae Among The Stars 
 

 
 

A beautiful picture book for sharing, 
inspired by the life of the first African 

American woman to travel in space, Mae 
Jemison 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Margot Lee Shetterly 
 
 

Hidden Figures 

 
 
 
 
 

The incredibly inspiring true story of 
four black women who helped NASA 

launch men into space. 
 

 

 
 

 
 

Monica Clark Robinson 
 

Let The Children 
March 

 
 

This book tells the story of thousands of 
African American children who marched 
in Birmingham, Alabama for their civil 
rights after being inspired by the words 

of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
 



 

 

 
 

 
 

Maria Isabel Sanchez 
Vegara 

 
Little People Big 
Dreams Harriet  

 
 
 
 
 

This book follows the incredible life of 
Harriet Tubman, the Underground 

Railroad conductor who "never lost a 
single passenger." 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Anna Membrino 
 

I Look Up To… 
Michelle Obama 

 
 

This board book distills Michelle 
Obama's excellent qualities into 

deliciously illustrated little baby-sized 
bites with text designed to share and 

read aloud. 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

Parker Curry 
 

Parker Looks Up: An 
Extraordinary Moment 

 
 
 

A visit to Washington, D.C.’s National 
Portrait Gallery forever alters Parker 

Curry’s young life when she views First 
Lady Michelle Obama’s portrait. 

 
 

 

 
 

 
Jonah Winter 

 
Barack 

 

 
 

A glowing picture book biography of the 
44th President of the United States, 

Barack Obama. 

 
 

 

 
 

 
Karen Katz 

 
The Color Of Us 

 
Seven-year-old Lena wants to paint a 

picture of herself, and she wants to use 
brown paint for her skin. But brown 
comes in so many different shades, 

which Lena learns as she and her mother 
take a walk through her neighborhood. 

 



 

 

 
 
 

 
Vashti Harrison 

 
Exceptional Black 
Women in History 

 
 

An illustrated board book showcasing 
true stories of Black women throughout 

history. 
 

 

 
 

 
Vashti Harrison 

 
Dream Big 
 Little One 

This bedtime book is sure to inspire—
and every child should know they can 
Dream Big, regardless of the color of 

their skin. 
 

 

 
 

 
Vashti Harrison 

 
Little Legends” 

Exceptional Men in 
Black History 

 
 
 

An illustrated board book showcasing 
true stories of Black men throughout 

history. 

 
 

 

 
 

 
Maria Isabel Sanchez 

Vegara 
 

Little People, Big 
Dreams Wilma 

Rudolph 

 
 

New in the critically acclaimed "Little 
People, Big Dreams series," discover the 
life of Wilma Rudolph, the remarkable 

sprinter and Olympic champion. 
 

 

 
 

 
 

Fran Manushkin 
 

Happy in Our Skin 

 
This book celebrates the skin—not just in its 
variety of colors, but also in how it serves the 
body, how it keeps us together. It's a lesson in 

the beauty and power of the skin, and 
teaching kids to love the skin they're in will 
teach them to love the skin of others, as well 

as give them confidence when their body 
makes them feel different (whether that's 

because of color, acne, body type, or ability 
level). 

 



 

 

 
 

 
 

Editors of Caterpillar 
Books 

 
The Story Of Rap 

 
 
 

Bop along with the greats in this 
adorable baby book that introduces little 

ones to the rappers that started it all! 
 

 

 
 

 
Chloe Perkins 

 
Rapunzel 

 
The Once Upon A World collection keeps 
classic stories but imagines them taking 
place in a different part of the world—

Rapunzel is Indian, Cinderella is 
Mexican, Snow White is Japanese. 
Though the stories are the classic 

versions and not updated, the 
multicultural take is much-welcomed 

and is a good reason to update your own 
bookshelves. 

 
 

 
 

 
Robb Pearlman  

 
Pink Is For Boys 

 
As kids are developing their views of the 
world, they're learning what things each 
gender "can" explore. This book tells kids 
at a young age that no matter their 
gender they're free to explore all kinds of 
activities and interests—boys can love 
pink, girls can love trucks, and we'll all 
grow into our truest selves. Bonus, this 
brightly illustrated book also teaches 
young kids about colors! 

 
] 

 
 

 
Bobbi Kates  

 
We’re Different, We’re 

the Same 

 
 

Nothing like Sesame Street to teach us 
the big lessons. Elmo and friends teach 
us that our insides—feelings, needs, 
desires—are the same for all of us, even if 
we look differently on the outside. The 
tag of this book rings true: "We're All 
Wonderful!" 

 
 

 
 

 
Michael Tyler 

 
The Skin You Live In 

 
 
 

This easy nursery-rhyme feeling picture 
book teaches kids about all the colors 

skin can come in, and also the 
similarities between us all. 

 


